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Upcoming Events 
 
Sunday 10 November- 

Waterwatch at Sutherlands 

Creek and removing an old 
fence in historic Steiglitz  

 

We will meet at the Anakie 
depot to collect equipment at 
10am.  If you are running late, 
you can meet the group at 
Steiglitz Courthouse car park 

 

 

 

FoBR Membership Fees 

 

Annual fees $11 for single and 
$22 for families are due 
Pay straight into FoBR bank 
account - BSB: 633-000  
A/c No. 115314882    

 

 
 
 
 
 
Friends of Brisbane Ranges inc 
C/- Post Office 
Anakie VIC 3213 
 
 

FoBR email   friends_br@yahoo.com.au 
 
 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~fobr/  
 

www.fobr.org.au 
 
FoBR Facebook 
 
 
 
ABN: 30 120 139 564  Reg No. A0032647M  

Brisbane Ranges Wildflower Show a Success . 

Although the weather was not ideal we did have 
more than 400 people attend our special day and 
according to comments on the day and emails 
since, they enjoyed the day. 

The Brisbane Ranges National Park put on a great 
display of wildflowers for the show.  The day was 
packed with plenty of things to do for those who 
travelled from near and far to attend the event.  

The 2-hour guided bus tours, were again booked 
out before the event. The wonderful photo display 
worked well again too - thanks Cathy.   

Two free workshops were well attended and    
comments were very positive with many people 
explaining how much they learned.  Thank you to 
Cathy Powers “Orchid identification” and Chris  
Lindorff  “Pea identification”- just two of the most 
knowledgeable people in our group.  

So many of our great Friends members are       
always here for us doing everything they can on 
such an important occasion.   A huge thank you    
to all of you for wonderful ongoing support.   

Judith and Lance Lewis [being doing so much for 
so many years]; Geoff Durham – gee thank you   
so much again; Wolf Passauer and Marianne    
who travelled here for weekend to help. 

Beverley Phillips, Judy Locke and Allan (Bart)   
Bartholomew and others who patiently nurtured  
our seedlings and then collected specimens for the 
display as well as putting in a full weekend.  

Friday was a preparation day and on the weekend 
our regular helpers were there throughout too –  
Colin Cook, Sarah and Francis King, Barbara 
Baird, Ron Powers and Vicky Grosser. 

And then on Show Day everyone was there      
including Deirdre Murphy with Waterwatch, Marilyn 
Blankley, Kathy Burman, Melissa Doherty and  
Michael Fedyk, Wendy, Owen and Kristen Cook 
and Col Smithyman who was one of the excellent 
guides on our bus tours.   

Thanks to our Parks Victoria friends who gave  
invaluable support yet again this show  including 
being informative and entertaining bus tour guides 
– Peter (Boxy) Box whose help included his special 
stage display, Scott Nicholson and gang who also 
helped move, organise, setup and clear up N and 
Judy Locke who with her two hats – PV and FoBR 
member - was also part of our committee and grew 
and ensured we had plants a plenty to sell.  

And the Lindorff family – Chris who was helping  
out with everything ..and last but far from least - 
Helena who (with her able side-kick Cathy Powers) 
organised all of us and the whole Wildflower Show 
so competently and well!  A big congratulations! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make Show 

Day an enjoyable success! 
Caz Bartholomew 

Orchid Identification workshop   

Brisbane Ranges  Friends News 



 

 For your diary!  
Join us 
Sunday  10 November  

 Waterwatch at Sutherlands Creek and 

removing an old fence in historic  
Steiglitz  
We will meet at the Anakie depot to collect 
equipment at 10am.  If you are running 
late, you can meet the group at Steiglitz 
Courthouse car park. 

Saturday 14 December  FoBR end of year 
afternoon/evening event in the park at 
Lower Stony Creek  

 

What else is happening?  

Wednesday 13 and Thursday 15 November. 
Moolapio Grassland Discovery Days  
Greening Australia’s theme this year is  
grassland management, focusing on  
biomass reduction to preserve biodiversity. 
At Clifton Avenue, Moolap.  See website for 
details. A free event, with morning tea and 
lunch provided.  To register email Lyn  
Willcock: lwillcock@gavic.org.au by 7th  
November, including the day you wish to 
attend and any dietary requirements. Places 

are limited. 
 
Monday 18 November, at 5.30 pm  
‘Flora of the Otway Plain and Ranges’ 
Enid Mayfield's illustrated talk 
The Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens  
invite you to join Enid Mayfield for her  
illuminating insights. Refreshments pro-
vided. Gold Coin donation. The GBG meet-
ing room. Please RSVP to the FGBG Office 
by Thursday 14 November. Phone: (03) 
5222 6053 or email:info@friendsgbg.org.au 

Indigenous plants ready for sale! 

The guided bus tours gave people a glimpse of 
the wonderfully rich and diverse flora that the  
Brisbane Ranges National Park has. They also 
drove through Steiglitz Historic Park and had the 
privilege to see the wonderful quilts on display 
throughout the town. Many  ensured that they 
attended both events and the Back to Steiglitz 
group were very pleased with their special day 
too. 

The Waterwatch Program and its interactive    
display of water critters was again popular     
particularly for the children.  

 

Anakie and 
Meredith      
Primary Schools 
had their      
colourful nature 
posters on   
display with salt 
dough flowers 
and finger     
knitted snakes 
to complement 
the kids       
activity corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank the Wildflower Show Committee for their support, hard work and    
enthusiasm for putting together, yet another successful show.   

Thank you to our local Anakie Primary School for feeding the masses. The cups of coffee, 
yummy homemade cakes and hot soup went down a treat. 

A special thanks goes out to our Parks Victoria friends - Peter Box, Judy Locke and Scott  
Nicholson for their support and encouragement over the many years that this show has 
been running.                                                      

Helena Lindorff -  Wildflower Show Co-ordinator 

.. and the Winners are  
 

Popular Choice Photographic  - 

Overall popular choice winner was Kerry 
Thomson’s Koala followed by the Spotted 
Brown Butterfly (Beverley Phillips) and the 
Satin Green Forester Moth (Cathy Powers)   
n the Other category. 

The popular choice in the Flora only section 
was Sher Swinden’s ‘Love Creeper attached 
to a fence post’ followed by Grevillea        
steiglitziana (C. Powers).    

Another 25 photos gained some votes too! 

Kerry and Sher are already FoBR financial 
members but their prize will extend their 
membership for another year.  Thank you 
both for being involved. 

 

Door Prize - ����� �����	

was the Winner of a framed 

photo of the Golden Grevillea - thanks Cathy  



 

 

Spotlight on  
Stylidiaceae  
 

In our Ranges, we have two of the genera in 
this family.   
 
One is fairly obvious when it flowers and the 
other you most likely have never paid any 
attention to the fact you might have stood on 
it.  I looked up the Stylidiaceae family in the 
Wildflowers of Victoria book only to find that 
no mention is made of the little Levenhookia 
dubia.   
 
So let’s start with some background on the  
family.  World-wide, there are 6 genera  
containing 150 species and in Australia      
we have 4 genera containing 120 species 
which occur in all States but mainly in the 
temperate zone, especially Western  
Australia.   
 
The two genera for our area are Stylidium 
which has a column with a trigger-like action 
when touched and Levenhookia which has 
an erect, non-sensitive column Stylidium 
comes from the Greek word stylos 
(a column). 
 
 

 
 
Stylidium sp. 2 (Grass Trigger-plant) is a  
tufted perennial herb with narrow lance-
shaped leaves that appear like clumped 
grass.  The flowers can be white to shades  
of pink and appear in Spring or Summer.  

 
 
When the insect lands on the flower, the  
pollen containing column is triggered and 
comes forward to either deposit pollen on or 
pick up pollen from the insect.  
 
There are 11 Levenhookia species of which 
10 occur in Western Australia (many are 
endemic).  The common name for this genus 
is Stylewort.  The Levenhookia dubia is a 
small ephemeral herb that is densely  
covered in oily hairs.  Its common name is 
Hairy Stylewort.  The entire plant is any-
where from 2 – 6cm tall and the white flowers 
occur in Spring.  Small bees are considered 
to be the most likely pollinator 
 

 
 
Although this species is found in the Austra-
lian southern mainland States, it is consid-
ered extinct in Tasmania. 
 
 

So now when you are out and about, know 
that we have two quite different plants in the 
same family – enjoy the challenge of spotting 
the L. dubia. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank all the 
photograph contributors for this year’s  
Wildflower Show.  This display included the 
new contributions as well as the photos from 
two years ago.  I started with three large 
blank canvasses and was able to fill these 
and some wall space with images to  
entertain and educate our visitors.  We  
ended up having two categories – flora and 
inhabitants of our Ranges.  Each category 
was popular in its own right. 
 

 

 
 
It was a great pleasure to be in the room 
discreetly listening to all the positive  
comments about our display.  I think the  
photos were nearly as popular as the real 
thing.   
 
There are over 100 photos now safely stored 
away for use again either in two years or at 
some other wonderful Friends of  
Brisbane Ranges event. 
 
Our workshops were again very well  
attended and there is no doubt that some 
members of the public, that attended these, 
will view our native Brisbane Ranges flora in 
a different light. 
 
I have already received emails from people 
who attended the event commenting on the 
wonderful wildflower display that the  
Brisbane Ranges offers – ‘and so close to 
Melbourne, I never knew it was there’.  Well, 
there goes our carefully guarded secret! 
 
Thanks to my fellow organising committee 
and congratulations to all involved. 
 
   Cathy Powers  

Cathy’s Column 



 

 

Visitors comments on the Wildflower Show 
"And I would like to say I am so glad we could make it on Sunday. It was a very well     
organised day with the bus tours and the lectures and the pumpkin soup and all those 
other little extras. What an extraordinary community?"  Peter 

"The Wildflower show was fantastic. I thoroughly enjoyed it and was very impressed,    
went on the 1.30 bus tour which was great – informative and fun. So many beautiful      
flowers and plants out there."  Elissa 

"Today I went to the show with my partner and two friends for the first time. It was  
WONDERFUL. Compliments to all the organizers and volunteers. The bus tour was     
such fun, the show itself was beautiful and informative and the Orchid Identification     
workshop was an inspiration.  

I started the day not knowing the difference between an orchid and a wildflower (in fact,  
my best photo turned out to NOT be an orchid). I now know a bit more! The whole          
day (Quilt airing, school sausage sizzle) had such a lovely feel. Many thanks. We will     
see you next year (and be better organized to stay longer)."   Dan 

Some special Greenhoods propagated by Judith Lewis 

 

Have your say on camping fees! 

Camping fees in parks and reserves          
are set to rise considerably according          
to a Victorian Government proposal.                
If you are concerned make a comment   
BEFORE Friday 22 November.  

See DEPI’s regulatory impact statement for details about the      
proposal to increase fees for camping in parks and reserves.       
This is in line with Government policy of "user pays" for every-
thing ..... although many of us think we already pay taxes!           
Also seems like those on tighter budgets who need family           
holiday and pensioners will be most affected. 

Somewhere like the Grampians NP could see fees increase        
from $32 per night to $50 per night for each site.  

Even locations with minimal services (toilet only) like the              
Brisbane Ranges could see fees increase from $22 to $38            
per night per site. 

 

 

 

Get Landcare assistance! 
Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group is still keen to 
hear from local landowners who are interested in 
finding out more about making improvements on 
their land.  

They have a new grant to encourage community involvement to  
protect remnant vegetation, improve biodiversity corridors and 
revegetate urban and riparian zones (waterways). 

If interested please contact Bart NOW on 0401 925 886 or              
at allanbart1@yahoo.com.au or see http://home.vicnet.net.au/~brlg/  

 

Seed Collection & ID field Workshop 

Thursday 7 November from 6.45pm-8.15pm the Geelong   
Landcare Network is holding a field workshop in Balliang with      
Dan Frost from Seeding Victoria.  

If interested please contact Mandy Coulson on 0488 526 123 or 
nrmextension@exemail.com.au  or 5265 1684 or geelonglandcare-
network@gmail.com 

 

Wildflowers of the Brisbane Ranges books 

As many of you would have realised the Brissies is a very special  
place recognised for its spring display of wildflowers.  Our special book 
featuring Clive and Merle Trigg’s wonderful photos is now out of print 
and no longer available from CSIRO.   
 
You can still purchase an ebook from them. 
 
If you do not have your own copy  of the 
book yet and would like to obtain one - 
please contact us at 
friends_br@yahoo.com.au as we do have 
some supplies. 
 
The book is $20 plus postage and   handling 
if required and you can make payments 
straight into our bank account for the books.    

 
While on the subject - we also have the great 2010 Brisbane Ranges map for 
sale and a free species list which you can download so check out the website 
at  http://fobr.org.au/national-park/sale and contact us by email.  


