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Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 8 September - Prepare 
plants for Wildflower Show and 
more - Anakie Depot.  

 

AND 
 
Get your photos of Brisbane 

Ranges flora and fauna in to 
Cathy Powers for the photo 
exhibit at the WFS—ASAP!.  
koolah@hotkey.net.au. 

 
 

FoBR Membership 
Fees 
 

Annual fees $11 for single and 
$22 for families are due 
Pay straight into FoBR bank 
account - BSB: 633-000  
A/c No. 115314882    

 

 
Friends of Brisbane Ranges inc 
C/- Post Office 
Anakie VIC 3213 
 
Ph: 5366 0000 
 

FoBR email   friends_br@yahoo.com.au 
 
 

http://www.fobr.org.au 
 
FoBR Facebook 
 
ABN: 30 120 139 564  Reg No. A0032647M  

Waterwatch at Anakie Gorge 
We finished off this informative day at the Anakie Gorge 
picnic ground examining the condition of Stony Creek.      
It was a brilliant day in the park and provided an enjoyable 
finish to a busy day. 

The water was clean and the bugs were jumping.        
Interestingly, the keen eyes of Carolyn Edwards and 
Wendy Cook picked out a small crustacean different from 
any others we have seen before.  It was identified as a 
syncarid, family Koonunga, and up until now, uncommon!   

This animal was photographed and will be posted on the 
BowerBird website soon. 

 

 

 

Photo Dip netting at Anakie Gorge 

AGM and Little River 
Thanks to everyone who attended the AGM last month, to the Anakie Community House for host-
ing us, and to Andrew Prime who shared his experiences over the last four years as Co-ordinator of 
the local Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group's Little River Revegetation Project. http://
home.vicnet.net.au/~brlg/ 
The project is making improvements to the banks and land along the Little River. After lunch, we 
headed off to visit one of the properties to see the excellent progress of the planting to date. 
 

New FoBR Executive 
We are delighted that most of the executive members are continuing to support us again this year.    
We also welcome and thank Sarah King who is our new Secretary and already on the job.   

Your new committee is - 

President  - Carole (Caz)  
Bartholomew 

Secretary - Sarah King 

Treasurer - Colin Cook 

Executive Committee 
Marilyn Blankley, Sher Swin-
den and Deirdre Murphy 
[Dee will also continue as 
Newsletter Editor - thank you 
Dee]. 

Thank you everyone - let's 
have a great year.   
This is your committee so please let us know what you want from your FoBR.       

Brisbane Ranges  Friends News 



 

 

For your diary!  
Join us 

Sunday 8 September - Prepare plants for 
Wildflower Show and more - Anakie Depot. 
Meet at 10am or join us for anytime during 
the day. 
 
 

Saturday 12 October- everyone on deck 
helping with prep for Wildflower Show - 
please email to let us know if/when you 
can friends_br@yahoo.com.au - thank 
you 

Sunday 13 October FoBR  2013        
WILDFLOWER SHOW - everyone    
helping and inviting everyone they 

know 

Sunday 10 November  Waterwatch –  
Sutherlands creek and Anakie Gorge and 
more! 

Saturday 7 December   FoBR end of year 
afternoon/evening event in the park at 
Lower Stony Creek  

What else is happening?  
Friends of the Melton Botanic Garden invite 
you to join Beth Gott - Renowned speaker and 
author of Koorie Plants Koorie People  
Wednesday 11 September 7.30pm  
D.J. Cunningham Centre Exford Rd. Melton 
South.  All welcome supper provided.  
For more information contact: John or Jill   
Bentley 9743 3819  

Don’t forget to head to the Anglesea Memorial 
Hall for the ANGAIR Wildflower Weekend and 
Art Show on Sat 21 and Sun 22nd September.  
Go to www.angair.org.au. for more details. 

The Ironbark  
Challenge! 
Recently while deploying 
the cameras in the northern 
part of the park I spotted a 
rather large Red Ironbark in 
one of the gullies. I took 
some photos and later took 
some photos of the large 
ironbark on McLeans    
Highway. I've attached a 
document showing both for 
scale. The one on McLeans 
Highway is definitely much 
wider, but just by eyeball 
comparison there isn't much 
of a height difference. Give 
the smaller one another 50 
years to play catch up?  
 

Colin 

Wildflower Show 
Only 6 weeks to go! 

Sunshine, warmth, rain in the lead up to 
Spring so we are hoping for a spectacular 
display of our special wildflowers of all  
species just in time for the wildflower show. 

Previous show visitors came from far and 
wide - from the Mornington Peninsula to 
Eltham and down the Great Ocean Road, 
as well as a high number of locals. We are 
already hearing of groups who consider the 
day a "must do!" 

YOU can help us - get the invitations and 
message out to a wide audience. A     
separate email will be sent to you for    
forwarding on to your friends, groups,   
associates and any other contacts who 
may be interested in attending or help us 
promote the event. 

You can help - on the weekend! The roster 
for the Saturday and Sunday 12 and 13 
October still has some gaps. If you can 
help and your name is not on the roster 
please contact us at 
friends_br@yahoo.com.au to volunteer. 

You can help - with displaying your       
excellent photos! We all know how great 
Cathy's photos are however there must be 
some more keen photographers out there! 

 

Anakie Depot 
As per the August newsletter, those at the 
AGM agreed that we should sign the 
agreement with Parks Victoria for the 
shared use of the "Depot". We are very 
pleased to have ongoing use of this special 
facility and will display some more informa-
tion on the appropriate walls for all      
members and activity participants.  

We are investigating the upgrade of the 
watering system and vents for the hot-
house provide an effective system for the 
volunteers who nurture our plantings.   We 
are keen to get this work done before the 
summer and will have more information for 
next newsletter. 

Geelong Field Naturalists 
The September survey will be located       
at the Meredith Education Area in the 
southern edge of the Brisbane Ranges. 

Thursday 5 September - meet at 1.00pm 

to set the traps. 

Friday 6, Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 meet 

at 8.00am to check the traps. 

Trevor Pescott will set out cameras in   
advance so they will be collected on the 
Sunday when we pick up the Elliott traps. 

The site is on the north side of the Meredith
-Steiglitz Road; from Meredith take the 
Steiglitz Road, pass Davies and Pioneer 
Ridge Roads on the right. 

Look out for a red Toyota on the left side of 
the road at the entrance to the reserve at 
the meeting times. 

 



 

 

Cathy’s Column 

Citizen Science – credible 
and valuable   
 

Many aspects of citizen science intrigue me.  
As a member of the Friends group, you may 
have been or are involved with collecting  
information about flora or fauna.  This actually 
makes you a citizen scientist.  The  
information you collect, referred to as data, is 
likely to have a use but only if others know 
about it.  Two quotes from different sources 
validate this observation: 

“Citizen science is not only changing the way 
we do and perceive science, it is also  
empowering people to make a  
difference.” (Putting the citizen into science 
by S Lyons) 

“An example of the difference between a  
Citizen and Citizen Scientist is ‘a citizen takes 
a photo and shares it’, ‘a citizen scientist 
takes a photo, records the where and when 
the photo was taken and then shares the 
photo and its “metadata”.  (Ken Walker from 
Museum Victoria) 

So why this long lead-in? 

One repository known as BowerBird has a 
huge advantage for us amateurs.  Many 
members of this 24/7 Field Naturalist Group 
on the web are willing to help identify  
sightings.  Recently I uploaded the following 
creature, titled it Hopping Insect and in about 
48 hours a member posted the identification.  
Now I know what it is and learned something 
to boot. 

 

Goniaea australasiae (Gumleaf Grasshopper 
– nymph stage) 

There is a Brisbane Ranges project which 
you can contribute to and ultimately the  
identified species will be added to the  
National Sciences Dataset on Atlas of Living 
Australia.  BowerBird also provided a feather 
in the cap for Chris Lindorff and our diverse 
Ranges because he had photographed a 
moth, had it identified and it proved to be a 
moth species that had a single record in  
Gisborne (1902) and usually found further 
north.  Great ‘get’ Chris! 

 
You can find a picture of this moth on  
BowerBird or in the collection on NatureShare 
known as Brisbane Ranges Moths. 

 

Epacris impressa 

Ron & I went for a walk in many parts of the 
park last week and things are really starting 
flower.  The epacris along Thompsons Road 
are in full flight and range in colour from  
intense red to white.  One plant that caught 
my attention was a beautiful  

 

Hovea heterophylla 

Common Hovea.  There were a few orchids 
in flower and as usual, I could not help but 

photograph them regardless of the number I 
already have stored on my computer 
(photos).  I shared a few in the BR collection 
on BowerBird.  

This will be my last opportunity to remind you 
that we will have a photograph display at the 
Wildflower Show on 13 October.  Please con-
sider submitting some for the event.  You can 
mail these to me via our FoBR address (c/o 
Post Office, Anakie, Vic 3221) or contact me 
for other arrangements.  Some people won’t 
be on the bus trips, others may not walk in 
the park but there is a good chance everyone 
who attends the Wildflower Show at the 
Anakie Hall will see our photograph display. 

Last but not least, the birds are all in active 
duty mode for their breeding cycle.  I always 
find taking pictures of them challenging but I 
did manage to get a decent one of the Pacific 
Heron (taking advantage of the frog activity in 
a damp area at the foothills of the Brisbane 
Ranges). 

 

Ardea pacifica 

This bird is described as a large glossy black 
heron with white neck spotted down the  
centre. 

Like just before Christmas, we are counting 
the sleeps before the Wildflower Show.   
Only 42. 

Warmer days, more sun hours and the smell 
of Acacia – what more would define SPRING 
in our area? 

Cathy Powers 

Have you been to BowerBird yet?  
http://bowerbird.org.au/ 
Join up (its easy) and discover a new way to 
learn about Australian flora and fauna.  If you 
would like some help navigating the website, I 
can help.  Just email 
deirdre.murphy@ccma.vic.au . 
This is citizen science at its best 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The wildflower bus tour explores areas filled with 
wonderful wildflowers in the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park. There will be opportunities to exit the 
bus and observe some of the 613 native plants 
found in the park. The tour will also take you through 
the Steiglitz Historic Park where you will see 
historical buildings dating back to the gold rush era.   

The free one-hour workshops will be held at the 
Anakie Hall. You will have the opportunity to learn 
how to identify native orchids and peas by key 
characteristics. 

 

 Program 
Bus Tour - Arrive 20mins earlier for registration ($10pp book 
online, includes free entry to the show). 

 Event organized by Friends of Brisbane Ranges  

HOW TO 
GET  

THERE 

ANAKIE HALL

Brisbane Ranges 
Wildflower Show

Demotts Rd

Granite Rd

St
au
gh
ton

 V
ale

 R
d

Anakie Hall

Anakie General Store

Anakie Recreation Reserve

 AM Ses-
sions 

PM Ses-
sions 

Wildflower Bus Tours 10.00 - 
12.00 

1.30 - 3.30 

Pea (Fabaceae) Identification 
Workshop 

10.30 - 
11.30 

 

Orchid Identification Work-
shop 

 2.00 - 3.00 

Anakie Hall, 

Staughton Vale Rd, 

Anakie   

Melways Map 611 E4       

Photo by Cathy Powers: Grevillea chrysophoea, Golden Grevillea 

Showcasing Victoria’s 

Wildflowers  
 

wildflower displays • bus tours •  

workshops environmental stalls •  

photographic display   native plants •  

cards •  books  

Anakie Hall, Staughton Vale Rd, Anakie                          

 

Cash Sales Only - No EFTPOS                                

Entry: Adult $5, children under 16 free 

 Refreshments available at venue 

 

For further information & online bus bookings visit  

www.fobr.org.au/wildflowershow 
 

Brisbane Ranges  

Sunday October 13th  

9.30am - 4.30pm 

Online Booking for Guided Bus Tours and Entry   
to Show  - NOW OPEN.     
 
Bus tours are very popular so let your friends know 
to book early if they don’t want to miss out.   
 
Also see our website for more information 
www.fobr.org.au/wildflowershow 
  



 

 

  

 

photo by Lorraine Jolly 
  

This Plains Wanderer was found at Woodgrove Shop-
ping Centre in Melton in 2011 

The Plains Wanderer is a unique bird found 
only in native grasslands. It is critically 

endangered and it depends on native grasslands 
for its survival! 

FAMILY NATURE DAY 
at 

Mt. Cottrell 
  

'SPRING HAS SPRUNG' 
 

Sunday 27 October 2013 
10.30am - 2pm 

  
A day for the whole family to enjoy! 

  
includes: 

  
Family picnic (BYO) 
Childrens’ activities 

Cook your own damper 
(and eat it!) 
Nature walks 
Wildflowers 

Craft activities 
Build your own bird nest 

BYO picnic lunch and a mug for morning tea! 
Bushs Paddock Grassland Mt. Cottrell Rd, Mt. Cottrell  

Entry is via the Pinkerton Forest gate on Mt Cottrell Road.  Melway Map 221 Ref H7. 
  Supported by the Pinkerton Landcare and Environment Group, Melton City Council and Western Water. 

 For details contact:  Daryl Akers Phone: 0438 277 252 email: daryljakers@gmail.com.au  
or Frances Overmars 9748 1294 or www.pinkertonforest.com  


