
 

 

Wildflower Show 2013  - 

What’s on offer this year? 

-  variety of indigenous plants for sale, plus 
books, maps, cards, etc 

-  popular bus tours - fully booked three weeks 
before the last show 

-  free workshops - identification of 'pea' plants in 
the morning and identification of terrestrial or-
chids in afternoon 

-  hundreds of BR wildflowers on display in the 
hall [and seen on the bus tours into the park] 

-  local school art displays -Anakie and Meredith 
Primary Schools and Meredith Kindergarten 

-  photographic display of local wildflowers and 
more by local residents and Friends 

-  food and drinks at great prices with proceeds 
going to a local cause 

-  Waterwatch interactive display with Coran-
gamite Catchment Management Authority 

-  a wonderful contribution by our volunteer  
Committee and FoBR Members 

Our Wildflower Show 2013  flyer is shown above.   

We will be distributing this and more information 
about the Wildflower Show as wide as possible to 
all interested groups so please let us know of any-
one you know who can help promote the show.  
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
Sun 11 August 10am Annual 

General Meeting, Andrew 
Prime and Waterwatch 

testing to follow 

 
AND 
 
Get your photos of Brisbane 
Ranges flora and fauna in to 
Cathy Powers for the photo 
exhibit at the WFS - ASAP!.  
koolah@hotkey.net.au. 
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 FoBR AGM …  10am on Sunday 11 August  

We hope that all FoBR members can attend our AGM.  We promise to keep the  
necessary formalities as brief as possible so please don’t avoid coming.   

We have emailed the Minutes of the 2012 AGM, the Agenda for this meeting and the An-
nual     Report so hope you are getting a good chance to read it all beforehand.  If you 
have any queries at all please contact us. 

GUEST SPEAKER – Andrew Prime, Little River Revegetation Project. 

Everyone is welcome to join us at 11am to hear about the Little River Revegetation  
Project.   We were delighted when Andrew agreed to share experiences as Co-ordinator 
with us.  This is a great local project which is making valuable improvements to the Little 
River frontage.  

Little River Revegetation Project 

This is the Brisbane Ranges Landcare Group's major landscape scale project to deliver 
on-ground works for enhancing the environmental, social and economic values of the 
upper Little River Catchment by improving connectivity/biolinks between existing  
vegetation such as the Brisbane Ranges National Park, the You Yangs Regional Park, 
Little River and Balliang and Stony Creeks. The Little River and Stony Creek have  
significant environmental values. 

Landowners along the Little River have been extensively fencing along the river, removing 

and managing weeds, encouraging regeneration and revegetating with indigenous plant-

ings. In all some 14 km of the Little River frontage is involved in this project.   For more 

information see below and the BRLG website at  http://home.vicnet.net.au/~brlg/

littleriver.html 

For your diary!  
Please Join us 

Sun 11 August Annual General       
Meeting and Andrew Prime as guest 

speaker 

Waterwatch testing to follow  

The AGM will be held at 10am at the Anakie 

Community Centre, Anakie followed at 11am 

by a presentation by Andrew Prime.  Andrew 

has also arranged for us to visit Gary Heath 

and look at his plantings - some of which have 

been in for some time.  Gary's place and   

plantings are the most accessible from the 

road so we will head off to do this after we eat 

lunch [BYO] at the Community Centre.  If time 

allows, Waterwatch testing will follow. 

2013 Calendar  
 

 Sat/Sun 7/8 Sept Prepare plants for Wild 
Flower Show and Watsonia removal at Ballan 
Rd firebreak 

Sunday 13 Oct FoBR WILDFLOWER SHOW 

Sunday 10 Nov Waterwatch – Sutherlands 
Creek and Anakie Gorge 

Sat 14 December FoBR end of year evening   
celebration 

 

National Tree Day 2013  
Officially Sunday 28 July 2013 so hope   every-
one managed to plant or nurture a tree.  If not, it 
is not too late to add an indigenous tree or other 
indigenous plant to your garden or someone 
else’s.  There are other local Tree Day events 
happening in the near   future so check out the 
National Tree Day site: http://
treeday.planetark.org/find-a-site/ 

 

 

Boneseed in the Brissies  
The group got together on a mild July Sunday morning at the depot. Rain had earlier 
threatened to spoil the day.  We set off in a convoy to the intersection of Ballan and Berem-
boke Roads where we met up with the Cook family. From there we drove down to the Mar-
shalls Road site where we commenced pulling out Boneseed.   
 
Thankfully, Boneseed is not wide-spread through the park but is present in the Lower 
Stony Creek area.  Judy showed us a sample for those of us who needed it for identifica-
tion purposes. We split up into small groups and headed off into the bush. Armed with our 
picks, loppers etc we attacked the clusters of Boneseed that we could find.  We had lunch 
where we met earlier.  
 
As there were no picnic seats or tables we improvised using car mats and plastic bags to 
sit on.  The rain, which had held off so far, started after lunch so we decided to abandon 
any further activities and set off home. 

FoBR Membership Fees: 
 

Financial members demonstrate support   
for FoBR and help provide the resources   
for us to carry out projects in the park and     
organise events for enjoyment and          
education so PLEASE pay your very       
inexpensive fees promptly.                       
$11 for singles and $22 for families.  

You should have received your reminder by 
now so please let us know if your email or 
contact details have changed.  

You can pay straight into our bank account - 
BSB: 633-000 A/c No. 115314882   

or Hint Hint – when you attend the AGM you 
can pay in cash or cheque on the spot then. 

Note – only financial members vote at the 
AGM. 

 
Koala Photo 
 
Thanks to Gary Walker at PV and 
Judy for passing along a couple of 
photos of a Koala he snapped in the 
Brissies near Reid’s Road.   
 
It may be our friend Rowsley who 
was released and featured in our 
April newsletter.   Marilyn may be 
able to give us an update in the next 
newsletter once she checks the  
photos. 
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If your name is in the following list, I would 
love to hear from you advising me that you 
will be entering photos for the Wildflower 
Show in October: 

 Tania Chalmers 

 Colin Cook 

 Kristen Cook 

 Owen Cook 

 Wendy Cook 

 Chris Lindorff 

 Helena Lindorff 

 Judith Locke 

 Beverley Phillips 

 Sher Swinden 

All these members of our Friends Group  
provided fantastic examples of our flora in 
print and made our display the crowd  
attraction that it was.  Thus far, two members 
have made contact to be involved this year 
and I certainly will be putting some of my  
images up.  If that is all we have, it won’t 
make for a very big display. 

 

 

 

This image is of the ‘Early Nancy’ (Wurmbea 
dioica ssp. Dioica) and is the female plant.  
We should start seeing these in the Ranges 
fairly soon because they are one of the first 
wildflowers to appear in late winter to early 
spring.  Both the male and female plant have 
white flowers with a purple band but only the 
female flower produces the distinctive purple 
bump in the middle (ovary).  They prefer full 
sun to part shade and moist soils.  The small, 

starchy underground corm was eaten by  
indigenous people.  The leaves are quite  
palatable to foragers but can be reluctant to 
grow outside preferred conditions. 

 

 

 

Pultenaea daltonii 

We will be having a workshop during the 
Wildflower Show to cover identification of 
members of the ‘pea family’.  There are 27 
species listed in the Wildflowers of the  
Brisbane Ranges book and some of the  
yellow flowering types can be darn difficult to 
tell apart.  Then again, some are quite  
distinctive like the Leafless Globe-pea 
(Sphaerolobium minus). 

 

 

 

For those orchid enthusiasts, I extend an 
invitation to attend a presentation by Rudie 
Kuiter on the subject of insect pollinators and 
terrestrial orchids.  Rudie has produced a 
fascinating book on the subject, his  
photography is awesome and through his 
study of the subjects, he has come up with 
some amazing facts previously  
undocumented.  This event will be hosted by 
the APS Melton & Bacchus Marsh group in 
Melton on the 28th of August.  The venue is 
the Willows Historic Park, Cnr of Reserve Rd 
and Nixon St, Melton. 

 

 

 

The yellow stuff on the back of this little  
native bee is orchid pollen.  It had just 
emerged from this Potato Orchid flower and 
did not stay long.  I have tried to get images 
like this but I am far too slow.  Guess more 
practice is on the horizon! 

Hope to hear from many of you enthusiastic 
photographers. 

 

Cathy 

Cathy’s Column 

Photographers Extraordinaire   



 

 

The “Depot” and FoBR 
We appreciate being able to freely use the facilities and store FoBR 
equipment at the old PV Depot in Anakie for many years.  Now that 
more groups are sharing the facilities,  Parks Victoria have prepared 
an agreement for the effective use of the property.  This agreement 
is for the next three years with a review every 12 months and it is 
considered appropriate.    

The property is a shared use facility between PV, FoBR, ATPG/
Community Garden, Trust for Nature and Anakie Primary School.  

Items relevant to FoBR include – 

 Providing a FoBR contact details to PV 

 Managing FoBR keys and maintaining PV facilities to a 

clean and orderly standard. 

 Being  responsible for all actions of members on site, in-

cluding OH&S, EO, security of their belongings and equip-
ment, and any resultant damage to PV property.  

 Being familiar with, and adhering to the provisions of the 

Emergency Management Plan (located in lunch room) and 
following direction of PV staff in the case of an emergency. 

 Following behavioural guidelines  

 No persons other than group members will visit or stay 

within the compound unless accompanied by a group 
member. 

 Allow PV access to any area or to request group members 

vacate and remain off the property for any period where it 
is considered operationally necessary. 

 Vehicles must maintain a 10kph speed limit, reverse park 

in designated areas and be aware of pedestrians at all 
times.  

 Any proposed new or altered uses of the facility to be sub-

mitted and approved in writing prior to proceeding. 

 Any issues of concern between user groups must first be 

discussed between group representatives. If agreement 
cannot be reached, the issue must be referred to PV. 

Please note the facilities are provided at no cost to FoBR – including 
utilities such as electricity, water and phone line.   

It is also timely to remind members and guests at FoBR events that 
PV public liability insurance covers us as volunteers as long as we 
add our names to the volunteer register on the day. 

A copy of the document will be available at the AGM and we will be 
seeking its approval on the day. 

Nest Boxes for native birds and mammals  
With a shortage of hollows in our park and neighbouring trees it 
would be great to see more nestboxes for our native birds and  
animals who need homes – a project suggestion for a Men’s Shed in 
Anakie if/when they get going??  

If you wish to buy one or some,  perhaps we can get an order to-
gether in the meantime – email friends_br@yahoo.com.au  if you 
are interested in a group buy.  They are now being manufactured by 
Jigsaw Industries, an Australian Disability Network employer, at 4 
Ryan Court Warragul.  The boxes are produced to recommended 
designs to suit small and larger mammals and native bird species 
including parrots, pardalotes, fantails, thrushes, etc. They are  
manufactured from 18mm structural ply and fitted with a hardwood 
mounting plate for attachment to trees. They have a hinged lid, and 
can be supplied fully assembled or in ‘flat pack’ form.  Prices range 
from $30 to $40. A minimum of 10 boxes per order applies, but can 
comprise a mix of box types.  If needed, we can assist with delivery 
at additional cost.  Contact: David White  
<dwhite@mawarra.org.au> 03 5622 3700 

New FoBR website: 

 
Our new FoBR website is up and running now  - please check it out 
at www.fobr.org.au.  Caz is still moving content from the old one so 
will keep it going for little while yet and then it will be redirected for 
all those who have the old one bookmarked.   [We ran out of room 
and as our older information is still accessed we have moved on]. 

 

District Boundary Changes  
Parks Victoria is currently undergoing a change process in order to 
become a  more “flexible and resilient  organisation" (PV Chief Ex-
ecutive Dr Bill Jackson). The changes process involves of a review 
of strategic direction, financial position, business structures and or-
ganisational structure. 

Included within this change was a review to improve regional and 
district boundaries across the state. 

Ten regional and/or district boundaries were realigned to provide 
more efficient operational management to PV managed properties 
while seeking, in some areas, alignment with other government 
boundaries. And of course there are name changes to some regions 
and districts.  

Bacchus Marsh now comes under West Region with Ballarat as the 
regional office. No more Geelong District……it is now Western Ba-
salt District. With the changes, Western Basalt District now includes 
the following workcentres: 

 Creswick 

 Beaufort 

 Macedon 

 You Yangs Regional Park 

 Serendip Sanctuary 

 Bellarine Peninsula 

 Bacchus Marsh 

 And not to be forgotten……wonderful ANAKIE!  

 So what does it mean for you, probably nothing at this stage....but 
we now have some new contacts and new park areas to maybe 
explore in the future!  

Judy Locke 

 

Did you notice?  
Typos are often missed but it appears 
that some things are  
deliberately tampered with!  A good 
test to see who reads our  
annual report perhaps?  According to a 
PV mischief-maker Judy was 
''introduced" to the park back in 1897  - 
around the same time as our rabbits 
etc. 
 
 

Wombat Forestcare newsletter 

The Wombat Forestcare June newsletter has a great article on 

Fruits of the Forest and more. Have a look at... http://

www.wombatforestcare.org.au/newsletters/

WombatForestcareNewsletter24_June_13.pdf  

 

mailto:friends_br@yahoo.com.au
mailto:dwhite@mawarra.org.au
http://www.fobr.org.au
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/newsletters/WombatForestcareNewsletter24_June_13.pdf
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/newsletters/WombatForestcareNewsletter24_June_13.pdf
http://www.wombatforestcare.org.au/newsletters/WombatForestcareNewsletter24_June_13.pdf


 

 

Planned Burns in Victoria 
 
DEPI has released their planned burns for the 
state for the next 3 years (http://
www.dse.vic.gov.au/fire-and-other-
emergencies/planned-burning-an-introduction/
fire-operations-plans-approved).  
 
Those planned for the Brisbane Ranges are 
shown in the attached pictures. Feedback can 
be given to DEPI at any time, according to 
their website. 
"We develop the plans in consultation with 
community members, local councils,  
Melbourne Water, forest managers, CFA,  
wineries, tourism boards, flora and fauna  
specialists and any other parties who register 
their interest.  DEPI and Parks Victoria  
welcome feedback all year round and we  
encourage you to have input into the planning 
process.” 
 
The following page shows the burn history of 
the park since 1970. 
 
Top figure: Northern fire operations plan for the 
Brisbane Ranges area 
Bottom figure: Southern plan 

 

 

Colin Cook 
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 Burn history of the park since 1970 
Upper figure: Northern aspect 
Lower figure:  Southern aspect 


