
 

 

 

Burchell Trail Definition Work 
We all headed off from Friday’s Camp Ground to 
do some track definition on a pleasant day in   
middle of June.   

The first section was in good condition and 
needed very little work so we had plenty of time 
to enjoy the bush,  check out birdlife, fungi and 
plants.  The group included Cathy, Bruce, the 
Cook family, Carolyn and Judy.  We were also 
pleased that Peter Stokie could join us and he 
kept the kids well entertained in the morning.   
We found some Oxalis and Bridal Creeper which 
will need some further work.    

There were branches and occasional trees over 
track and most of these were moved on the day.   
It was also great to see the Fridays carpark full 
and people enjoying the bush including one large 
group we met during our walk.  

After a leisurely lunch we continued the walk and 
clean up of the trail while Judy headed off to 
check out the parks.  

Finally some rain had fallen in our park and it will 
be very interesting to see what the coming Spring 
will have on display.  

Allan (Bart) Bartholomew   

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Edwards photographed the fungi and 
provided a bird list for the day -  

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita  

Crimson Rosella Platycercus elegans 

White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leu-
cophaea  

Superb Fairywren Malurus cyaneus  

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus 
chrysops  

Red Wattlebird Anthochaera carunculata  

White-naped Honeyeater Melithreptus lunatus 

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus  

Brown Thornbill Acanthiza pusilla  

Australasian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen  

Grey Shrike-Thrush Colluricincla harmonica  

Little Raven Corvus mellori  

Scarlet Robin Petroica boodang 

 

Thank you email 
This month we were delighted to receive a thank 
you email from a group who walked the Burchell 
Trail  
"...from North to South through the impressive 
Brisbane Ranges. We enjoyed ourselves        
thoroughly. My reason for writing to you is to 
thank your group for the obvious efforts that     
you have put into the track marking with logs and 
rocks, track clearing, and the addition of          
explanatory signage in the mining areas at the 
southern end. We appreciated this work because 
it enhanced our walking experience". 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
Sun 14 July Lower Stony 

Creek – remove suckers 
from Aqueduct and/or 
Boneseed in Lower Stony 
Creek area off Marshalls 
Road.  Meet at the Anakie 

Depot at 10am 

AND 
 
Get your photos of Brisbane 

Ranges flora and fauna in to 
Cathy Powers for the photo 
exhibit at the WFS - ASAP!.  
koolah@hotkey.net.au. 
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 For your diary!  
Join us 
Sunday 14 July  

 Lower Stony Creek –  
remove suckers from Aqueduct and/or 
Boneseed in Lower Stony Creek area off 
Marshalls Road 

 

Sunday 11 August  

 Annual General Meeting  

Sat/Sun 7/8 September  Prepare plants 

for Wildflower Show and Watsonia re-
moval at Ballan Rd firebreak 

 

Sunday 13 October  

FoBR WILDFLOWER SHOW 

 

Sun 10 November 

 Waterwatch – Sutherlands creek and 
Anakie Gorge 

Saturday 14 December  

 FoBR end of year evening celebration 

Fauna monitoring report  
The long dry spell we’ve experienced in this part of the world has had many impacts.      
Animals seem to have been affected significantly, with the fauna monitoring results for      
the year so far being very sparse. I’ve recently completed a round of Elliott trapping, with     
3-night surveys conducted at Pea Track, Outlook Track and near Switch Road. Not a single 
animal was trapped during any survey, which is the worst result we’ve ever had. I also had  
2 cameras deployed at Pea Track at the same time as the Elliott trapping and, despite being 
in place for 3 weeks only a single Swamp Wallaby was photographed. 

Camera deployments in other locations have not produced much more, with only rats and 
mice being photographed in the camera box and the occasional Swamp Wallaby on the 
other camera. Hopefully the recent rain will help. 

The camera that was recently chewed up by a rat is now back in action in the camera box   
(I must come up with a catchier name for this. Any ideas?), although it is now protected by 
some strong wire mesh. Due to the damage received, it is no longer waterproof and will 
spend its working life in the shelter of the box, but it’s still taking good photos. Colin Cook 

 

Brisbane Ranges Wildflower Show  
 

Sunday 13 October 2013 
 
Our popular Wildflower Show in October is such an important event 
on our calendar and it puts a positive focus on our park and our 
wonderful wildflowers.   
 
To ensure our WFS continues into the future we need to support 
our dedicated committee - Helena, Cathy, Judy, Melissa and Elle.  
   
Promotion is an important next step in the planning and I have   
managed to fight off ALL the volunteers so far and will help  
co-ordinate our promotion efforts.   
 
Personal approaches work best with promotion and we know that 
YOU are involved with other groups and have some valuable      
contacts so we will be asking all our members, friends, contacts etc 
to help promote this important event with us too.   
 

Our WFS flyer and media releases will be available soon  
for emailing so please let me know at cazbarth@yahoo.com.au or 
friends_br@yahoo.com.au of any suggestions and who YOU would 
like to contact to help get the message out effectively.    
 
We also would like it to be included in lots of event listings and   
websites.   
Look forward to hearing from you….. Thank you  Caz     

With our Annual General Meeting         
approaching in August we are thinking 
about the coming year. 

Would you like to get involved?  We are 
always keen to have more help in what-
ever way YOU like. 

We would love to have more people  
involved including our local park 
neighbours and families. 

Our FoBRs have many different interests - 
and they all make a valuable contribution! 

 most are interested in learning more 

about the plants and wildlife 

 those who love walking, weeding and/

or planting with a like-minded group 

 others who prefer to enjoy/work in the 

bush alone;  

 the many who help prepare and work 

on our special events like Wildflower 
Show;   

 those interested in our wildlife 

 

 Friends who contribute by doing some 

of the “organisation” in the background 
- a great option for anyone who may 
not live locally but are still keen.   

 some who enjoy keeping up with latest 

in our newsletter or Facebook 

 and even some who are most of the 

above. 

The FoBR Executive Committee will need 
a President, Secretary and Treasurer as 
well as two Committee Members.  A   
maximum of 3 years in the same office 
bearer role encourages new people with 
new ideas to get involved.    

There is NOT much work to do - most 
communication is via email, few meetings 
are held ….. and it can also be an         
opportunity to learn some new skills.  

Many hands make light work  

So if YOU would like more information 
about  any roles on the Committee or  
other ways to help please contact Caz at 
cazbarth@yahoo.com.au or phone      
5369 4197 or 0418 125 836. 

National Tree Day 2013 –  
Sunday 28 July 
National Tree Day and Schools Tree Day 
provide all Australians with an opportunity    
to do something positive for the  
environment and reconnect with nature, 
thanks to support from our longstanding   
major sponsor Toyota Australia. 
Hundreds of thousands of Australians planted 
over 1 million native trees, shrubs and 
grasses at more than 3300 Tree Day events 
in 2012. We work with councils, schools and 
community groups to make it all happen. 
In 2013, National Tree Day will be on  
Sunday 28th July and Schools Tree Day will 
be on Friday 26th July, although events can 
be held on any date during the year. 
http://treeday.planetark.org/about/ 
 

FoBR …  the coming year! 

http://treeday.planetark.org/about/


 

 

Cathy’s Column 

On the Promotion Trail 

Expect some news about the 2013 Wildflower 
show in each issue prior to the event.  I am in 
charge of getting the photo exhibition up and 
running.  I will do this with pleasure but  
absolutely need help from all FOBR  
members.  I mentioned this member  
contribution a couple of months ago, prior to 
my trip to the USA.  I have not heard from 
anyone – so once again I am asking for your 
help. 

The possible subjects are numerous, just look 
through your copy of Wildflowers of the  
Brisbane Ranges for inspiration. 

 

Your photographic talent may be more in the 
area of fauna rather than flora.  That is great 
– we have many inhabitants in the Brisbane 
Ranges, all of which have a special  
relationship with the flora. 

 

Like this Eagle posing high above me or an 
interesting insect that just happened to be on 
the plant of choice. The other thing we need 

help with is promoting the event to everyone.  
If you have a network of contacts, please let 
us know so we can supply you with a copy of 
the flyer (digital for the email contacts) and 
spread the word!  

 

All roads lead to the Friends of Brisbane 
Ranges Wildflower Show on the 13th of  
October, 2013. 

 

Enjoying our flora is one of the benefits of 
being involved with the Brisbane Ranges and 
this is enhanced by sharing the experience 
with others.  Even the distinctive Kangaroo 
Grass has its own beauty.   

Our floral logo for this year’s event is the  
Grevillea chrysophaea (Golden Grevillea).  
The name is derived from the Greek chrysos 
(gold) and phaios (dusky, brown) – a  
reference to the golden-brown flowers.  The 
species is pronounced KRY-SOW-FEE-A. 

 

The Brisbane Ranges form of this Grevillea 
species is generally an open straggly shrub 
with rusty-brown, conspicuously hairy flowers 
(slightly larger than other forms).   However, it 
is noted that the plants found in the western 
end of its range tend to be more compact 

shrubs and have less vibrant flowers.  It is 
found growing in poor sandy soil and is not 
presently endangered. 

 

This photo is just a reminder to  

phone me (Cathy Powers) on 5369-4302 or 
email your expression of interest to 
koolah@hotkey.net.au – we can come to 
some arrangements for the photos to be 
made available prior to the event.  For the 
2011 wildflower show we managed to have a 
wonderful selection thanks to the generous 
contributions by various members. 

If you have any questions, please contact me 
ASAP to ensure that your unique photos are 
on show to the public attending the event.  
There will be a ‘popular choice’ vote and a 
prize for the winner so COME ON, let’s get 
clicking (pardon the pun). 

Cathy 

A 4 star Trip Advisor review: 
 
"If you are looking to cover some ground 
without all of the changes in grade you will 
encounter in the Grampians, then give the 
Brisbane Ranges a try. On the way, stop at 
the Tourist Center (in the library I believe)   
in Bacchus Marsh. There is an America 
lady there who lives right by the park who        
can give you lots of wonderful insight into 
the best hikes, etc. She was a wealth of 
knowledge and helped plot everything out 
for us on maps. We covered about 14 km 
of trails with little effort and lots of beauty. 
The forests are filled with butterflies that 
get  excited as you pass. We also saw an 
echidna who was kind enough to pose for    
a few shots before scurrying away. A grey 
kangaroo and a kookaburra rounded up our 
animal encounters just before dusk". Vis-
ited February 2012  

[They were lucky enough to get advice 
from our own Cathy Powers - Thanks 
Cathy!  .. Ed] 

mailto:koolah@hotkey.net.au


 

 

BowerBird: A new site for sharing  
sightings  
 
The Museum of Victoria has launched a new website for  
people to submit photos and sightings of a wide range of flora and 
fauna. The site is called BowerBird and can be found at http://
www.bowerbird.org.au/. Once you register to join, you can create 
new Projects for sightings and organisations as well. Sighting 
records are eventually submitted to the Atlas of Living Australia 
(http://www.ala.org.au/). 

Colin has created the Brisbane Ranges National Park as a project 
on Bowerbird site http://www.bowerbird.org.au/    and created 
FoBR as a group linking to our website. You can join projects or 
groups and follow photos that have been posted. It's similar to 
Natureshare http://natureshare.org.au/ where we also have fold-
ers and photos.  

Koalas seen in the Brissies  
We are always keen to hear from anyone seeing Koalas in 
and around the park. So we were delighted to hear that the 
experienced Echidna Walkabout koala research team were 
taking a busman's holiday in our park looking for the animals 
they have a real passion for – and to receive some photos 
and information from them.  Donna Cameron, Mary Roberts 
and Melinda King are particularly good at finding our furry 
friends - often hiding away in the foliage.  

They usually work with FoBR friend Janine Duffy in monitor-
ing, recording and identifying Koalas by their individual nose 
patterns.  If you would like any further information on nose 
patterns see the www.echidnawalkabout.com.au  

After many years of Janine's research in the Brisbane 
Ranges, they have been concentrating mostly in the         
You Yangs since the 2006 bushfires.  

On 21 June they located one Koala in DeMotts Road then 
one female (top left) and three males near Eclipse Road. 
(other pics).  

They also found two young females near Durdidwarrah Road 
- recent releases by Friend Marilyn Blankley.  Marilyn and 
Gordon are often out in the bush too checking for Meg and 
Tess who we have reported on in previous newsletter and 
her most recent release young Gabby who was caught in a 
fire over the summer. 

These photos are deliberately focussed on nose patterns -           
and those of us who have tried to photograph Koalas know          
how hard it is to get a good image. Thank you Mary, Donna         
and Melinda – it is great to get some good Koala news.  

 

Anakie Depot Old Police Lockup 
Whilst attending a Friends of Brisbane Ranges activity at the Parks 
Victoria Anakie Depot, Colin Cook asked Judy Locke, our Ranger 
about the purpose of one of their old sheds, since it was an unusual 
design. 

   

She said that it had once been a smokehouse at Meredith and had 
been converted from an old police lockup. Colin thought -  “Ask a 
simple question and then have to scratch that curiosity itch!”    

Well he has certainly been doing some research and has a heap    
of information already.  If you are interested we know he will be  
delighted to share his search progress with you.    

Accessibility in our parks 
The TrailRider all-terrain wheelchairs are now available for free hire 
for use in the outdoors, parks, reserves, tracks and trails.  Now 
available from Moorabool Shire – book at Lerderderg Library at Bac-
chus Marsh, Hepburn Shire at the Daylesford Visitor Centre and 
Surf Coast Shire. They are also available at Cape Conran Coastal 
Park, Grampians and Point Nepean National Parks.  See Parks Vic-
toria for more information  

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/wilsons-promontory-national
-park/accessibility/all-terrain-wheelchairs  

 

Airing of the Quilts in Steiglitz 
On the same day as our Wildflower Show, the historic township of 
Steiglitz will be holding the Airing of the Quilts with over 100 quilts 
(many are generations old) being aired throughout our town.      
WFS visitors on our bus tours will get a glimpse of them as they 
pass through Steiglitz too. 

For more information go to www.trueblueford.com/steiglitz or call 
Lindy Allinson on 52819390. 

STOP PRESS  - Another Wombat sighting -  Thank you Col Smithyman who reported seeing a large  
Wombat crossing Ballan Road.         Please keep safe and off the road Wombat! 
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