
 

 

 

Track Definition Works on the Burchell Trail 

Our April FoBR event was on a glorious Autumn 
day, and involved a small group of us doing the 
'bush' work while Judy (on her day off - I nominate 
her as one of the most fabulous people I know!) 
generously propagated plants with Bart and Kathy 
at the depot for the October Wildflower show. 
 
We started by removing stakes and plant guards 
from some plants by the road at Fridays Picnic 
Ground. I remember when we planted there, so it 
was great to see how most of the plants have  
survived, with just the Pomaderris struggling with 
the current rain shortage. 
 
We met two families packing up after a couple of 
nights camping there. They had enjoyed them-
selves a lot, and thus got me realising how our 
quiet and yet persistent replanting maintains these 
beautiful places in the Ranges. 
 
At Kristen's and my insistence, morning tea took 
place. Owen found an abandoned mallet - so we 
were all happy!  Apparently boring adult  
conversation ensured after a while so we moved 
onto our second task of the day. 
 
At Wendy's smart advice we did Stage 1 of track 
clearance on a nearby part of the Burchell Track 

before lunch. It was an easy job at first, and Bruce 
marked the junction with a cross so we could  
identify it for the afternoon session of coming in 
from the other end of that part of the track. 
 
The best picnic by the cars had a wallaby skeleton 
by it, so we decided to take the next best 
spot.....and I seem to remember a lot of chat about 
hot chocolate and very little interest in my home 
grown tomatoes! 
 
The afternoon included many adventures as we 
cleared Part 2 of the track section.  

 a side trip to see an old mine shaft entrance 

 much male excitement at cutting back the tree 

in this photograph below 

 Colin lying on the ground to take a photo of 

some fancy fungi which Wendy found 

 Owen spotting these funky cocoons 

 me playing phone games with the younger 
folk: sheep launcher was a hit 

 a visit to the now abandoned bee hives 
 
I always sleep so well after a day with the FoBR 
mob! 
 

   Gobata  
(take care in Wathaurong)  

- Vicky Grosser  
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
Sunday 11 May 2013 
 
Waterwatch at Sutherlands 
Creek and weed Acacia longifolia 
removal at Lower Stony 
Creekwith help from the 
Boroondara Bushwalking Club 
 
Meet at the Anakie Depot before 
the Friends leave for the following 
activities  

 Waterwatch at Sutherlands 

Creek  

 Weed removal at Lower 

Stony Creek with help from 
the Boroondara Bushwalking 
Club (bring your gloves) 

 Lunch at Lower Stony Creek 

picnic ground 

 Walk to Lower Stony Creek 

dam.  
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Wildflower Show - Sunday 13 October 2013 
 
This is the most special event on our calendar 
 
We hope ALL members and friends can assist with the planning beforehand AND on Show 
weekend.  The publicity for our park and the funds raised on the day assist us to carry out our 
park projects and hold our events. 
 
Our wonderful committee already well into the planning are Helena Lindorff, Cathy Powers, 
Beverley Phillips, Judy Locke and Melissa Doherty.  
 
You can also be involved.  For example, would YOU like to get involved in planning and or-
ganising our FoBR information display boards? Please let Helena know if you wish to help 
with this.  
 

Publicity - a very important part of our planning which usually ensures we have a high  

attendance from near and far.  
 
This year we would like to concentrate on promoting the event through groups, councils and 
the many valuable contacts we all have.  Please let us know WHO you know who could - 

 include mention and link on their website, What's On and/or newsletter  

 send out a flyer for us  

 talk about the show, wildflowers and the park at events  

 and help promote the event in any other way 

When you do pass on the information please let us know so we do not  
duplicate or spam anyone. 
 
The FoBR website is currently being updated so more information should be available in the 
next month or so. 
 
Please email helenal@pacific.net.au or friends_br@yahoo.com.au.  

For your diary!  
Saturday 11th May 
Waterwatch at Sutherlands Creek and  weed 
Acacia longifolia removal at Lower Stony 
Creek with help from the Boroondara Bush-
walking Club 
 
Meet at the Anakie Depot before the Friends 
leave for the following activities  

 Waterwatch at Sutherlands Creek  

 Weed removal at Lower Stony Creek 

with help from the Boroondara Bushwalk-
ing Club (bring your gloves) 

 The day will include lunch at Lower 

Stony Creek picnic ground and walk to 
Lower Stony Creek dam.  

 

About the Boroondara Bushwalking Club: 

“The Boroondara Bushwalkers Incorporated 
was formed in 1987. We are a friendly club 
with a minimum of formality and with a keen 
community spirit. There are day walks nearly 
every Sunday, some Saturdays and some 
Wednesdays throughout the year.”   
For more information, visit http://
www.boroondarabushwalkers.org.au/ 
 

2013 Calendar  
Program for 2013 FoBR activities with a 
focus on projects to improve our park.  
 

Sat/Sun 15/16 June TBC Burchell trail – 
walk a section and check accessibil-
ity and  
orange triangle track markers  

Sun 14 July Lower Stony Creek  remove 
suckers from Aqueduct and/or Bone-
seed 

Sun 11 Aug AGM and Waterwatch – 
Sutherlands creek and Anakie 
Gorge  

Sat/Sun 7/8 Sep Prepare plants for WFS 
and Watsonia removal at Ballan Rd 
firebreak 

Sun 13 Oct FoBR WILDFLOWER 

SHOW 

Sun 10 Nov Waterwatch – Sutherlands 
creek and Anakie Gorge 

Sat 14 Dec FoBR end of year evening 
celebration 

 

Fungi Workshops with Alison Pouliot,  
Autumn 2013   
These Victorian Fungi Workshops are  
running again this autumn with a variety of 
seminars, workshops, forays and feasts on 
offer. Workshops, by ecologist and  
environmental photographer Alison Pouliot, - 
Woodend, Trentham, Creswick, Glenlyon and 
Apollo Bay.   Full workshop details, dates and 
locations are posted at:  
http://www.alisonpouliot.com 

 

Australian Plant Society – Melton-Bacchus Marsh Native Plant Sale -  
18 May 2013  

 
St Andrews Uniting Church Car Park,  Cnr Gisborne Rd & Bennett St, Bacchus Marsh 
From 09:00 am to 1:00 pm -  Featuring Australian Native Plants including Hakeas, small 
eucalypts, orchids and more. 
 
http://www.runningpostman.org.au/plant-sale.html  
 
 

Advisory List for Threatened Vertebrate Fauna 2013 

The 2007 Advisory List for Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in Victoria 
was recently reviewed by a panel of experts, and has been replaced 
by the Advisory List for Threatened Vertebrate Fauna 2013.  A copy 
of the revised list can be found on the DSE website along with some  

Frequently Asked Questions about the list. 
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/plants-and-animals/native-plants-and-
animals/threatened-species-and-communities/threatened-species-
advisory-lists  
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On Friday 19 April two young    
female mates - Meg and Tess - 
were released together, young 
healthy and eager to start a 
free life.  
 
Adult female Millie was hit by car 
early in 2012 and survived but was 
totally blind.  She had a tiny joey in 
her pouch.   
 
However with a secure home and 
care she was able to be a wonder-
ful Mum to baby Meg. 
 
Tess was an orphan who Millie 
adopted as her 'other daughter' 
and she raised both girls. 
 
This is another two young Koalas 
who will hopefully breed well in our 
Brisbane Ranges.    
 
“Let's get out of here quick” they  
may be thinking as they climb the 
tree to freedom together. 

 
 

 
 
Invasive Species Survey 
Every year across Australia tens of thousands of people give up their 
time to battle weeds, feral animals and other invasive threats to the 
environment, very often without payment. The Invasive Species 
Council wants to build a picture of the work these people carry out, 
and the organisations they work for, through a national survey. Infor-
mation collected will be used to create an Australian database of 
groups working on these issues and will help them better share infor-
mation on current invasive species threats. If you are part of an or-
ganisation tackling invasive species in Australia, please take five 
minutes to fill in the survey.  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/33TPF26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tess on left, Meg in middle and Millie back in September 2012. 

 
If you see any koalas around please send us any photos 
and details you have, particularly if you can get a photo 
showing their nose and face.  

 
 
OH&S free “toolkit” free download 
The Conservation Volunteers OH&S handbook In Safe Hands is now 
available as a free download from their website until June. http://
www.conservationvolunteers.com.au/getinvolved/community-
training/in-safe-hands 
 

Did you know? 
DSE is now called DEPI.  The Department of Environment and  
Primary Industries has been created following an announcement by 
the Victorian Premier Denis Napthine in April to merge DSE 
(Department of Sustainability and Environment) and DPI 
(Department of Primary Industries) 

Collateral Damage  by Colin Cook 
 
During April surveys, I picked up the cameras from a site, and discovered that 
one of the local rats had decided that the camera in the box tasted better than 
the bait lure. The odd nibble I can understand and tolerate, but this rat must  
have been producing plastic poops!  
 
Despite how it looks, the camera still works OK. I'll try to get another lens cover 
for the PIR sensor. It should be able to go back into service, if a little battle 
scarred. I'll install some shielding in the box to prevent any further chomping. 

Two more koalas back in the Brissies 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/33TPF26

