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Upcoming Events 
 

 
Sunday 14 April 2013 
 
Meet at the Anakie Depot before 
the Friends leave for the following 
activity  
 

 remove the plastic guards at 

Fridays camp ground in 
morning. 

 Lunch at either Fridays or 

Furze track/Durdiwarrah road 

 Track definition (trim regrowth 

and define track with large 
branches) along  Burchell trail 
between Durdiwarrah road 
and Banksia track.  
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Weeding and Walking the Gorge 

A week later than usual, our March event had a 
smaller but enthusiastic group eager to get back 
into Anakie Gorge.  Following considerable flood 
damage [twice] to the Gorge walking tracks, the 
walk had been closed for a long time. 
 
The creek crossings now feature huge rock  
stepping stones which look so natural and will 
hopefully allow the water to flow on by them.   
(The previous crossings - while easier to cross -  
were completely washed away by the force of the 
water more than once). 
 
We walked slowly from Anakie Gorge Picnic 
Ground up to the Stony Creek Picnic Ground 
keeping alert eyes out for the dreaded weeds.   
Armed with mattocks, cutters and weeders we 
were able to weed, walk, talk and enjoy the bush 
- delighted with the cooler weather.   We were 
pleased that there were not a lot of weeds seen - 
one serrated tussock and some thistles and  
inkweed. 
 
An interesting insect was seen on a rock so we 
have posted it on our Facebook http://
www.facebook.com/fobrnp page – Carolyn and 
Grace said Katydid and Ade Foster says “Pretty 
sure it's the Gum-leaf Grasshopper, Goniaea 
australaisiae, a late instar. But ... I've been wrong 

before.”  [editor – not often wrong Ade] Thank you 
all!  Anyone else got any ideas? 
 
We also managed to get a sighting of a  well-
hidden Koala in a tree near the track. 
 
The photos on page 2 show the pipeline crossing 
in 1874, the same crossing in March 2012 after 
floods, and finally at same creek crossing with the 
new “working crew” on 16 March 2013 after the 
repair works.  Thank you Colin for these images. 
 
We were all impressed with the work that has 
been carried out on repairs.   We noted a few 
extras items to be fixed and enjoyed the walk 
through this special place. 
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 For your diary!  
Event calendar changes:  
Changes to our planned events happen for a 
number of reasons and this coming activity 
just HAD to get changed as we cannot ask 
anyone to dig in the rock hard soil we have 
at the moment and its a bit of a challenge for 
young plants too. 
 
When are are going to get some real rain?   
Looks like the planting at Anakie Gorge will 
need to happen in the winter. 

 
Sunday 14 April 
 
The alternate activities planned are: 

 remove the plastic guards at Fridays 

camp ground in morning. 

 Lunch at either Fridays or Furze track/

Durdiwarrah road 

 Track definition (trim regrowth and define 

track with large branches) along     
Burchell trail between Durdiwarrah road 
and Banksia track.  

We plan to start at Durdiwarrah road end, 
parking at Furze track, then walk along the 
Burchell trail until reach Lease road (with a 
car shuffle). Alternatively, time a turn around 
and head back to Furze track.  
 
Meet at 10am at the old Parks Depot 2200 
Ballan Road Anakie to collect tools needed;  
 

 Sunday 28 April Geelong Heritage 

Festival and FoBR Lower Stony Creek - 
Walk To Australia's First Mass Concrete 
Dam Wall – 1pm Free but you need to 
book Colin 5286 1252 or 0417 770 765.  

 Saturday 11 May Waterwatch and 

Weed Acacia longifolia removal at 
Lower Stony Creek with help from the 
Boroondara Bushwalking Club 

 Sat/Sun 15/16 June TBC Burchell trail 

– walk a section and check accessibility 
and  orange triangle track markers  

 Sunday 14 July Lower Stony Creek 

–      remove suckers from Aqueduct 
and/or Boneseed 

 Sunday 11 Aug Waterwatch – 

Sutherlands Creek and Anakie Gorge  

 Sat/Sun 7/8 Sep Prepare plants for 

WFS and Watsonia removal at Ballan 
Rd firebreak 

 Sunday 13 October           

FoBR WILDFLOWER SHOW 

 Sunday 10 Nov Waterwatch – 

Sutherlands Creek and Anakie Gorge 

 Saturday 14 Dec FoBR end of year 

evening celebration 

Anakie Gorge Walk—FoBR March activity 
In March, the FoBR activity was to walk up the Anakie Gorge. Along the way, we stopped at 
one of the pipeline crossings which had been damaged in the 2011 floods and has recently 
been repaired. Attached is a sequence of photos, dating from the original construction in 
1873 -  4 to present day. 

1873 

2011 

2013 

A note about these photos:  The historical “six men standing on stone wall” can be found in 
the State Library of Victoria collection http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/ruralwat/gid/slv-pic-aab95386 .  
Another interesting photo is the aqueduct flume crossing http://www.slv.vic.gov.au/ruralwat/
gid/slv-pic-aab95366  - Click and have a look! 
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 FoBR in 2013 …..... 
 
Well now that we have started into our second 30 years it is a 
great time to think about our directions and aims.   We want 
to continue to grow and provide opportunities for Friends to 
experience and assist in our wonderful national park – while 
having some fun too!! 
 
There are such a variety of jobs that we want to do –     both 
in the park and in the background so there are tons of      
opportunities to learn new skills and make a valuable        
contribution. 
 
We have quite a few things on our plate this year- the popular 
and very important upcoming Wildflower Show in October, 
existing grant projects, constitutional changes to meet new 
requirements, new website [we have exceeded our free 
space] and a few other organisational bits and pieces.  
 
This is YOUR FoBR so if anyone does want to have a go at 
anything you would be most welcome and there would be 
great support.   We would love to see more of our park 
neighbours become involved - particularly families! 
 
We are delighted to have some new people getting involved 
with FoBR this year and we would welcome more.  If you or 
anyone you know is interested I would be delighted to hear 
about it.  
 
Any comments or suggestions most welcome please – con-
tact me on 0418 125 836 or email  cazbarth@yahoo.com.au 
 
Thank you 
Caz Bartholomew 
FoBR President 
 
 

Wildflower Show 
 
The Wildflower Show Committee is organising a wonderful 
show this year, however, to maximise exposure of the park at 
this event, your contribution is needed.   
 
To find out more information about how you can help out, 
please contact Helena Lindorff at helenal@pacific.net.au or  
mobile  0437 195 511 

 

A Treasure Trove 
 
A wonderful website for exploring our historical past is Trove.  
Trove is a free search service provided by the National  
Library of Australia.  It is a repository of Australian material:   
Things like newspapers, photos, books.  You can use is to 
trace your family history, for research, reading for pleasure, 
teaching or studying  Go to http://trove.nla.gov.au/ 
 

Thirsty time! 
 
It is not just our plants which are thirsty this dry weather.  
With no rain and dams low or empty our wildlife may need     
a drink too.  Birds, Kangaroos, Wallabies and Koalas may   
be using your birdbaths too. 

 
 

Rowsley is back where he belongs! 
 
On 1 April 2013 a 'new' life began back in the Brisbane Ranges.   A  
wonderful young gentleman Rowsley Koala was returned strong and 
healthy to his own home range to continue with his wild life.   
 
He looked around, sniffed the bush surrounding him and then bolted off 
to the nearest tree.  Part way up the tree he paused for a moment to 
say  good-bye ... or was it just to make sure we were not coming after 
him. 
 
In November 2012 he was reported as injured and a team of five took 
hours to encourage this young and feisty fella to come down.  He just   
did NOT want to give up his freedom even temporarily, for some much 
needed medical attention.  However, patience and experience paid off 
and he came into care reluctantly but without any further injury. 

 
He had a nasty deep wound on his thigh which 
may have been from a fight or dog bite but with  
no joint damage and being otherwise healthy and 
strong we knew he had a great chance of       
complete recovery and returning to the bush.    
 
It took just over four months of care with the team 

at  Beremboke Wildlife Shelter for this handsome young man's injury to 
heal and for him to be strong enough to be released. 
 

Our koalas in the Brisbane Ranges are very     
special and a young and healthy breeding population is even more 

important.   
 
In a few weeks two lovely young orphaned females will also be released    
together into the park to begin their life in the wild.   
 
We hope they all stay well and live a full and rewarding life. Please take 
photos and send them to us if you think you see them. 
 
This may be a good opportunity to remind everyone to drive 
slowly, watch out for our wildlife, keep your dogs contained and 

call for help if you see injured wildlife.   1300 223 427 BADGAR  

in our area or 13 000 94535  (Wildlife Victoria) or 0417 380 

687  (Help for Wildlife) 
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