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Saturday 16 Mar 2013 
Anakie Gorge weed removal 
 
Meet at the depot at 2200 Ballan 
Road Anakie at 10am for car 
pooling if you wish. 
 
Bring everything plus smiles and 
enthusiasm as usual. 
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Brisbane Ranges  Friends News 

Working Bee & Pizza 
A great team of 20 members attend the February 
activities.  An experienced team headed out with 
Deirdre to Waterwatch (see below).  The rest of us 
enthusiastically raked, sorted, cleaned, cleared up 
and organised the old depot to a spick and span 
finish. 
The morning was perfect working weather and our 
most experienced “originals” Lance and Judith 
Lewis and Geoff Durham got straight into clearing 
up the gardens and paths and cleaning the weeds 
from the pond.  
The new community pizza oven [thanks to Chris 
Worrall and his fellow-builders] was lit early and by 
lunchtime and the return of our Waterwatchers, the 
temperature inside it was so hot our pizza were 
cooked in record time … just inside the doorway  
of the oven.   
Thanks to Chris Lindorff and Bart who ensured 
pizzas were rescued from the oven’s extreme heat 

just at the right time.  The day had certainly heated 
up and we were now seeking some shade. We all 
enjoyed comparing and feasting on our pizzas.  
 
After lunch we cleared up a bit more and Colin 
Cook demonstrated the new remote sensing cam-
eras and showed some of the monitoring images 
and his camera box setup. 

Kicking off Waterwatch At Sutherlands Creek 
The creek was dry at the usual crossings but we 
were confident we would find water in the  
Sutherland gorge.  The rockpools here are a  
special place where there is refuge from the  
summer sun and water for visiting wildlife. 
We conducted our usual water tests - The 
amount of dissolved oxygen was excellent and 
this allows aquatic life to thrive.  Electrical  
conductivity (a measure of the salt content in the 
water) was high.  This is in keeping with a shallow 
creek in high summer with only groundwater to 
keep it from drying out.  pH was a little high, but 
reactive P (a nutrient source for plants) was low.  
Turbidity, also known as the clarity of the water 

was extremely low.  This is a waterway in good 
condition considering the lack of flow.   
Our group also conducted a macro-invertebrate 
survey .  By identifying the variety of creatures 
living in the waterway we can determine the water 
quality.  Creatures included bugs such as the 
backswimmer and boatman; spider mud eye and 
damselfly, mayfly, water mite, amphipods, shrimp 
and diving beetle.   
A by catch of the macro-invertebrate survey were 
three small fish.  These have been identified as 
the Yarra Pygmy Perch (Nannoperca obscura) a 
nationally vulnerable species. in our region’s  
waterways. 
Sutherlands Creek has been know to be a safe 
haven for the fish.  The Sutherlands gorge rock-
pools, with their slow flows and emergent  
vegetation (reeds), provide important habitat. 
For more information about the little perch, go to 
http://ccma.vic.gov.au/documents/
YarraPygmyPerchfactsheet.pdf 
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 For your diary!  
 Saturday 16 March 

 
Meet at the Anakie Depot at 10am before 
the Friends leave for Anakie Gorge for weed 
removal and an informative walk.  
 

2013 Calendar  
Program for 2013 FoBR  
activities with a focus on projects to  
improve our park.  
 
Sat 16 Mar Anakie Gorge weed removal 

and walk  

Sun 14 Apr Barrier plantings at Anakie 
Gorge picnic ground (pending rainfall) 

Sun 28 Apr Geelong Heritage Festival 
and FoBR Lower Stony Creek - Walk To 
Australia's First Mass Concrete Dam Wall 
– 1pm Free but you need to book Colin 
5286 1252 or 0417 770 765.  

Sat 11 May Waterwatch and Weed Aca-
cia longifolia removal at Lower Stony 
Creek with help from the Boroondara 
Bushwalking Club 

Sat/Sun 15/16 June TBC Burchell trail – walk 
a section and check accessibility and or-
ange triangle track markers  

Sun 14 July Lower Stony Creek – re-
move suckers from Aqueduct and/or 
Boneseed 

Sun 11 Aug Waterwatch – Sutherlands 
creek and Anakie Gorge  

Sat/Sun 7/8 Sep Prepare plants for WFS and 
Watsonia removal at Ballan Rd firebreak 

Sun 13 Oct FoBR WILDFLOWER 

SHOW 

Sun 10 Nov Waterwatch – Sutherlands 
creek and Anakie Gorge 

Sat 14 Dec FoBR end of year evening 
celebration 

 

 
Community Grants 
There are many grants available in the region 
for works that aim to improve the condition of 
natural resources.   
 
The Federal Government Community Action 
Grants may be helpful for FoBR work in the 
Park.  Visit the Corangamite CMA to find out 
more http://www.ccma.vic.gov.au/What-we-do/
Community-Funding-.aspx 
 
 

Reminder to all financial members – 
You can borrow our cameras to use on your property for a 
week or so if you want to check your wildlife – as long as you 
share any photos and interesting finds with us. Also - if your 
wildlife is getting unwanted cat visitors you may wish to borrow 
our cat trap.  Once caught you can take them to your council.  
Please contact Caz or email friends_br@yahoo.com.au if  
interested. 
 
Wildflowers of the Brisbane Ranges e-book 
Clive and Merle Trigg’s great book is now an e-book available 
through CSIRO http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/2532.htm and 
you may even be able to get a bargain on the Google link. 
 
The printed book is now probably only available through FoBR 
so please let us know if you are looking for the traditional book. 

Membership has its benefits 

Remembering Friends 
Vale Anno Stokie 
Ann Stokie, a FoBR member well known to many members, died peacefully on 17 February.  Anne was also Life Member of the Victorian 
Malleefowl Recovery Group and its secretary for ten years, an inspirational teacher and a passionate environmental activist.  Our best 
wishes and thoughts are with Peter and family. 

Wildflower Show planning update 
Can you spare some time and a little of your energy to help make the 
Wildflower Show a success this year?  
 
Our committee members are: Helena Lindorff, Cathy Powers, Judy Locke,  
Beverley Phillips and Melissa Doherty. We are really keen for one or two people to join 
the committee who would like to take on the publicity role, which is currently vacant.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Vicky Grosser who has been coordinating the 
Publicity elements of the show with Beverley Phillips. Due to work commitments, Vicky 
has stepped down from this role. If you would like to be part of this dynamic, enthusiastic 
and vibrant team, please drop me a line. We meet at the Friends Parks Vic depot at 
Anakie on Wednesday late afternoons (5.30pm) once a month however, the role can be 
done remotely and communicated via email and phone.  
We can organise a wonderful show, however, to promote our wonderful Park and what 
is has to offer at this event, publicity is an extremely important role. If you would like to 
find out more information about the role or would like to put your hand up, please contact 
me at helenal@pacific.net.au or mob. 0437 195 511.  

Australian Aboriginal Astronomy at Wurdi Youang 
 
Wurdi Youang is an aboriginal stone arrangement found at Mt Rothwell .  It consists of 
approximately 100 basalt stones that are arranged in an egg-shaped formation, about 50 m 
in diameter. The stones range from small rocks about 20 cm in diameter to standing stones 
about 1m high with an estimated total mass of about 23 tonnes. There are three prominent 
waist-high stones, at its western end, which is the highest point of the ring.   
 
The main axis of the arrangement aligns east-west and has two almost straight edges that 
draws the viewer’s eye to the 
setting sun of the summer and 
winter solstice.   
 
The purpose, use, and age of 
the arrangement are not 
known. The Wathaurung  
Aboriginal Corporation are the 
registered traditional owners of 
the site  
 
 
 
 
This photo and recent research by Dr Duane Hamacher can be found at 
http://aboriginalastronomy.blogspot.com.au/2011/03/wurdi-youang-aboriginal-stone.html 
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 Cathy’s Column - welcome back for 2013 
A challenge for all photographers 

Chris Lindorff and I are in a friendly  
competition with a Riddells Creek inhabitant.  
It all began with me taking photos of moths 
and putting the observations on  
NatureShare.  A passing comment was 
made that it would be quite a while before 
the number of moth species observations 
would come close to what has been  
recorded in the Riddells Creek area.  Now if 
that wasn’t a challenge, I don’t know what is.  
Since I started in January 2012, I have  
recorded over 290 species and have photos 
of each one.  One evening Chris and I  
photographed moths at his place and added 
to our numbers significantly.  This beauty is 
Trigonistis demonias 
 

 
 
You will have noted in the last issue of the 
FOBR newsletter that mention was made of 
our collection (Brisbane Ranges Moths) and 
that it had over 250 species.  Well, we have 
well and truly moved on from there.  Right 
now we are just short of 300 and I am  
sending out a please help to everyone who 
has moth photos from the Brisbane Ranges.  
Please check to see if your moth species is 
on NatureShare in our collection.  If it is not, 
you can either upload your observation or 
send it to either Chris or me and we will put it 
up for you (if you want credit for the observa-
tion you should become a member of the 
collection and put it up yourself).  I was out 
the other night and photographed a species 
that has not been recorded in the Brisbane 
Ranges – it is a Hestiochora species (not yet 
sure which one) 
 

 

So, come on everybody.  Let’s put those 
challengers in their place and surpass their 
number of moth specie observations on 
NatureShare.  We only need a few more. 
While you are searching through your  
photos, you might start thinking about  
making a selection to provide to the  
organising committee of the Brisbane 
Ranges Wildflower Show which is coming up 
in October this year.  The committee decided 
that since the photograph exhibition was 
such a great success in 2011, we would do 
this again but allow more viewing room.  We 
are also introducing the ‘Popular Choice’ 
voting and anticipate that the winner, as  
determined by the attendees’ voting, will 
receive recognition and a prize.   
 

 
White-plumed honeyeater (Lichenostomus 
penicillatus)  
 

 
Rosy Hyacinth Orchid 
 

 
 
In 2011, we requested that the photos be 
without frames but have some matting 
around the image.  This created a wonderful 

display of colour and topics.  The subjects, 
although flora is preferable, are not restricted 
to just flowers/plants.  Everything in our Bris-
bane Ranges environment interrelates to the 
flora and showcasing the area with a  
beautiful array of images has very positive 
outcomes. 
 
You can even print them with a frame to en-
hance the image. 
 

 
 

 
 
We still have the photos from the 2011  
display and will be using these throughout 
the exhibition area but it would be great to 
have all new images to enthral the members 
of the public and show off the talent of our 
members.  Please contact me (Cathy  
Powers) on 5369-4302 or email if you have 
any questions regarding this - 
koolah@hotkey.net.au   
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